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We are pleased to advise that we recently 
received a grant from Secretary of State -
Women's Programs which al lows us to continue 
our activities, including publication of the 
newsletter and the planning and organization 
of the regional chi Id care forum(s). 

******************************************** 

NWO DAY ~ARE NEWS is a forum for the sharing 
of information between day care groups 
throughout Northwestern Ontario, as wel I as 
providing information about what's happening 
on the federal and provincial scenes, both 
in terms of governmenta I po Ii cy / I eg is I at ion 
and with advocacy groups' activities. 

We hope that this newsletter wi I I combat 
some of the isolation that day care workers 
and advocates feel and that through sharing 
resources, ideas and action plans we can 
develop strategies to ensure the growth and 
strengthening of quality day care in our 
reg ion. 

We welcome submissions to this newsletter 
from every day care centre and committee 
throughout Northwestern Ontario. Please 
send art i c I es, newsc I i pp i ngs, I etters, etc. 
to Box 144, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7C 4V5. 

WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS to each and every 
one of you who made presentations to the 
federal government's Special Committee on 
Chi Id Care hearings in Dryden and Thunder 
Bay. Parent groups, day care workers, 
administrators, politicians, women's 
groups, native organizations, labour 
representatives, individual parents -
everyone gave impressive representation 
and you should al I be proud of yourselves. 
The Special Committee certainly heard -
strongly and clearly - the day care issues 
in Northwestern Ontario and the needs of 
our children. But now we must keep 
monitoring the activities of the Special 
Committee and keep pressing for action on 
the recommendations we have made. The 

public hearings have now been completed. 
The Special Committee is expected to table 
its report in the fal I. Ask your federal 
member of par I iament to keep you informed 
of the progress of the Special Committee. 

CITY OF THUNDER BAY ESTABLISHES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

We would like to congratulate City Counci I 
for establishing its Chi Id Care Advisory 
Committee. The committee is made up of 
representatives from counci I and city 
administration, parents from day care 
centres and private home day care, and 
the president of the Thunder Bay Advocates 
for Qua I ity Chi Id Care. The objectives of 
the advisory committee are "to investigate 
issues and developments related to chi Id 
care in the City of Thunder Bay and to 
advise the Community Services Committee 
of the Corporation of the City of Thunder 
Bay". 

Some of the issues the Advisory Committee 
hopes to tackle in the near future include 
the indirect subsidy, fee increases and 
enrollment-based fees. We hope that this 
committee wi I I be beneficial to the 
operation of the city's day care services 
and the decision making at City Hal I. 

DAY CARE VIDEOTAPES 

CONGRATULATIONS AGAIN AND MANY THANKS TO 
SIOUX LOOKOUT AND MARATHON for their 
participation in the video project! The 
Ontario Coalition for Better Day Care, 
through an Ontario Women's Directorate 
grant, sponsored the project which 
resulted in the production of videotapes 
portraying the situation of day care in 
ten diverse communities of the province. 
Northwestern Ontario was al lotted two of 
the ten tapes. Sioux Lookout was chosen 



as representative of an established day care 
that was threatened with closure because of 
the indirect subsidy withdrawal. Marathon 
was selected as the second site because it 
is one of the newest day care programs in 
the region and demonstrates the problems 
faced and the commitment required of a non­
profit parent organization working di I igently 
to provide high qua I ity day care for their 
children. Thanks to the expertise of 
Monitor North, coupled with the enthusiasm 
of Sioux Lookout and Marathon day care 
people (and Fiona and Margaret's newly­
learned editing ski I Is), we have two fine 
day care videos. You may wish to borrow 
these videos for information/ education 
purposes. Contact Jan Garden, Marathon 
Day Care; Janet Wilkinson, Box 177, Sioux 
Lookout; or the NWO Regional Day Care 
Committee, Box 144, Thunder Bay. 

PROVINCIAL CONCERNS 

DECEMBER 31, 1986 looms closer and closer, 
and sti I I no word about new provincial policy 
that could save our centres from closure. In 
the provincial budget speech, the treasurer 
announced that Ontario would request the 
federal government to negotiate new policies 
to make day care a public service. While 
this is a positive direction, we al I know 
that federal-provincial negotiations are a 
ti me-consuming process. It wou Id not on I y 
be ironic, but tragic, if positive new day 
care pol icy was put into effect after our 
centres have been forced to close. We need 
action now to ensure the stabi I ity of our 
existing centres. 

The provincial day care Pol icy Review has 
not been made public. Ask your MPP what 
the status of the Review is. 

RED LAKE UPDATE 

The day care centres in Red Lake, Ear Fal Is 
and Balmertown have received COMSOC funding 
to develop publicity materials to promote 
their services. 

A 24 page handbook for parents, which includes 
professional photos and children's drawings, 
is currently being compiled and wi I I go to 
the pub I isher in the next few weeks. The 
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handbook wi 11 be distributed by al I three 
centres in the fal I. 

The pub I ication attempts to answer the 
questions every parent asks when enrol ling 
a chi Id in care, while also explaining the 
goals and benefits of group day care. In 
our community, many people sti I I don't 
understand what day care is and what 
benefits it can offer fami I ies. 

The project represents a cooperative effort 
to boost public relations and address, in 
a positive way, the chronic problem of 
declining enrollment at the centres in 
our area. 

******************************************* 

NEWS ITEMS 

THE LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA wi I I be holding 
a pol icy convention this fal I. We under­
stand that a position on day care wi I I be 
developed at this convention. Please 
contact the Liberal Party representatives 
(especially convention delegates) and 
inform them of the needs, problems and 
solutions to the day care situation. 
Make sure they have a copy of your brief 
to the Special Committee. 

We have been advised that ONTARIO ATTORNEY 
GENERAL IAN SCOTT, WHO IS ALSO MINISTER 
RESPONSIBLE FOR WOMEN'S ISSUES, wi I I be 
visiting various Northwestern Ontario 
communities in September. (We believe 
Kenora, Dryden, Fort Frances, Grassy 
Narrows and Thunder Bay are included in 
his itinerary.) Plan to have day care 
spokespersons attend these meetings. It 
is important that Mr. Scott is made aware 
of our particular NWO day care concerns. 

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND LOBBY OF THE 
ONTARIO COALITION FOR BETTER DAY CARE 
wil I be held in Toronto, October 24-27, 
1986. It is important that as many NWO 
delegates as possible attend this 
conference to ensure our perspective is 
heard. It is a I so import ant that we have 
the opportunity to share with and learn 
from other day care advocates - such 
meetings provide new energy to carry ori 
our important work. We are uncertain 
what subsidies may be available, so al I 
of us may have to think of raising some 
funds to assist our Northwestern Ontario 
delegates. 
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REGIONAL FORUM(S) 

Plans for the regional forum(s) are progressing. 
we are sti I I looking for your input to decide 
whether there should be one or two forums. We 
believe that we should hold the forum(s) as 

We ask anyone who has not yet returned the 
planning survey to do so (a copy of the 
survey is enclosed). 

soon as possible, as it is urgent that we 
determine what action we must collectively 

Detailed plans concerning the forum(s) wi I I 
be sent to you within a month. 

take - particularly around the issue of 
indirect subsidy. ********************************************* 

Response to our planning survey received to 
d~te indicates that Financial Stability of 
Centres is the most important issue for the 
majority of you. Relations with the 
provincial government, day care workers' 
concerns, and development of parent groups 
are also priority items. 

CONFIRMATION OF A GRANT FROM THE ONTARIO 
WOMEN'S DIRECTORATE to assist the North­
western Ontario Regional Day Care Committee 
in carrying out research and pub I ic education 
initiatives has just been received. That 
assistance is gratefully acknowledged. 

Local repre~E~n~~!tYi~~wf~l9[~§p day-care issues 
By Holly Ruperl 

The Special Committee on Child 
Care, a seven-member federal task 
force studying day-care services 
acrosa Canada, made a one-<lay 
stop in Dryden May 12. 

The committee's tenm of refer­
ence call for a review of the quality 
and availability of "'non-parental" 
care, the economic implicatio111 of 
child care, and the role of the feder­
al government in the provision of 
care. 

The Dryden hearin'gs repr• 
sented a critical opportunity for pa• 
rents and day-<:are advocates in the 
northwest region to make their 
concema known. 

Groups from Red Lake, Dryden, • 
Sioux Lookout and Fort Frances, 
among others, made submiasio111 to 
tire committee. 

,,-. ' • ' Only about 15 per cent of Cana-
--~ dian cliildren receive care in the 

:...,. ,... formal day-care system. Rather 
_.. than expand the system, both the 

-:!fi: , . . , .' I 1f federal and provincial govern• ,~· _ - , ments seem anxious to find the in-
• formal day-ean, market. 

• i A babysittet-, relative or neigh-
, • ~- ~ .. .'. 1• • bor_ - in short, anyone who cares 

:.- - for a child in his or her own home-
is part of the informal care system. 

The informal is largely unreg-
- ulated, making it almost impossi-

-1. ~.j,:.''""' · · • hie to ensure good quality care. For 
.' •. ~--~~,,;;"'i' • ., . ~ • ~ parents who cannot find or afford 

" ~ formal care, placing their child in 
·'- - someone's home becomes the only 

. · ':' I available choice. 
To fully regulate informal care. 

ensuring quality care, would be a 
massive undertaking. Some day­
care advocates believe the govern­
ment might attempt it as a cheap 

~- alternative to improving the formal 
• • day-care system. 

"-11 It would not be cost efficient t<> 

The Red Lake delegation was 
small. I addresaed the committee as, 
a day-ean, parent and as a council 
member of the Ontario Coalition 
for Better Day Care, a Toronto­
based provincial lobbying group. I 
was joined by Rhona Karschti, a 
former day-are supervisor in Yel• 
lowknife, N.W.T., now living in 

JMneltlJ Kclltynuk, a chHd-ca,e worlce< at Red Lake day-ca,e centre, 
takes "18 of Ta,yn Vachotl. Thirty.four children regularly attend day C819 
in Red Lake. ' 

fund the informal market at the ex­
pense of existing formal services. 
Already many day-care facilities 
across the country are not being 
used fully because of the critical re, 
lationahip between fees and enrol­
ment. Red Lake. . 

Together we tried to provide 
some understanding of the prob­
lems parents needing child care 
face in our area. As the committee 
will discover, they are problems pa­
rents are facing acrose the country. 

our area do not have accesa to the 
services provided in those centres. 

Both centres are working to pro­
vide the best service they can given 
their budget and·space restrictions. 
While program expansion is 

"Cllolce Important" ::!i!/!'; ~!~1r:~• without an 
. Whenever the day-are isaue is. Under the existing system, the 

discussed, emphas11 11 alwaya only way to get new long-term 
placed on the importance of choice. funding ia to raise fees. That would 
People believe parents should be mean adding substantially to the 
rr.e to choose the_ kind .of care they financial burden day-care parents 
want for their_ch1ldren. Yet, given already carry. 
the current s1tuatton, parents do . • • 
not always have a real choice when In fact, the high coot· IS the main 
it comes to finding child care. reason a great many parents can-

For instance, parents have little not afford formal day care. 
choice if their children are noteligi- Although all three levels of gov-
ble for formal group day care. • emment help to fund day care, we 

The two municipally-run day- have essentially a user-pay syatem. 
care centres that serve the Red typically, parents must pay 
Lake district in Red Lake and Bal- $2,000-5,000 per year for a licensed 
mertown, lack an infant-toddler day-ean, space in Ontario. 
program for children under two and High fees have me.,;t that across 
an 1nt_egrated _program to thecountry,daycareisfactbecom• 
acco_mmodate special-needs chi I, ing a commodity for the rich t who 

' dren. This meana many families in can afford full feesl and a -welfare 

service for those with low incomes 
(who are eligible for a subsidy 1. It's 
the middle-income families, whose 
earnings are not low enough to 
allow them to qualify for subsidy, 
who are hurt the most under the 
existing system. 

The user-pay system has thrown 
day-are services int.o a crisis situa• 
tion and small municipally-run 
centres are particularly at risk. 

Because many parents cannot 
afford day care. enrolment has 
dropped, which in turn means daily 
fees must rise to cover the cost of 
staffing and running the centre. It 
becomes a vicious cycle that can 
jeopardize the quality of care the 
children receive. 

The only way out. according to 
many day-care advocates. includ• 
ing those who made submissions to 
the Special Committee on Child 
Care. is a federal funding scheme 
that would see new dollars flowing 
into the svstem for each· licensed 
day-care space. 

Taken together. the comments oi 
witnesses appearing before the spe­
cial committee in Dryden made one 
point very clear: Parents need da) 
care; they want to see existing ser­
vices protected and expanded. 

The federal government has an 
obligation to provide the direction 
and funds to stengthen the day­
care services offered in individua1 
communities. and in so doing, de­
velop a day-care system that meet, 
the needs of all Canadian families 

The Special Committee on Chile 
Care will continue its hearing unu 
late June and its report is due to b.­
tabled by November. The commil 
tee will accept written submission~ 
from any concerned individuals or 
groups until June 2. These shouk 
be forwarded to The Clerk. Specia 
Committee on Child Care. Suit 308 
151 Sparks St. Committees anc 
Private Legislation Branch. Houst 
of Commons. Ottawa. Ont. Kl,> 
0A6. 
Holl.-.Rupert 1s a da_v-careadL·oeat, 
and freelance writer living in Rec 
lake. 



Day-aue funding was an issue 
repeatedly nused during public 
hearings conducted by the Spe­
cial Parliamentary Committee 
on Child Care May 12 at the Best 
West.em Motor Inn in Dryden. 

Among those making pre­
sentations to the committee were 
representatives. of the Dryden 
Day-Care Centre, the Dryden . 
Day-Care Parents Group and the 
Norah Love Children'sCentre in 
Siowt Lookout. . ' 

Heather Corner, supervisor of 
the Dryden Day-Care Centre, 
told the committee, "During the 
years when couples are raising 
their families, t.ieir income is the 
lowest and their household costa 
are the highest in relationahip to 
that income. 

., __2~ couples are trying to 
·.,............, a home, pay a mort­
gage, raise a family and genera1; 
ly start a life. Today, many cou­
ples find they bot.h have to work 
to maintain the household. 

"l'hrough aft'ordable day-aue 
programs, • she said. "this can be 
accomplished.• 

Ms. Comer said direct sub, 
sidies will take effect in Dryden 
Jan. 1, 1987, "and we have tried 
to come to grips with this 
problem. • 

"We have loet approximately 
20 children because of the imple­
mentation of direct subsidy.• 

Noting that day-care costa 
have rilien due tocleclinin« enrol­
ment from $19.30 in Novemller 
of 1983 to $27.22 in November o{ 
1985, Ms. Corner recommended 
that for parents in need. funding 
should be 20 per cent municipal 
and 80 per cent federal/provin­
cial, and parents not in need 
should provide 55 per cent them­
selves, with 10 per cent from the 
municipality and 35 per cent 
from the federal and municipal 
governments. 

Jeri Tymura, spokesman for 
the Dryden Day-Care Parents 
Group, said. "I'he need for aff'onl­
able quality care for our children 
is real, yet this care is not accessi­
ble for reasons of aft'onlability, 
availability and the lack of 0ex­
ibility within the fragile support 
system that exists ,;ww." 

' She told the ci:rmmittee, "If 
child<are services are limited to 
certain children, whether the 
criteria be the age or. ability of 
the child. or the 6nancia1 status 
of the family, t.hen the purpose of 
day care has been forgotten.• 

By pricing day-aue services 
beyond the means of middle in­
come families, said Ms. Tymura, 
"we are reducing its chance. of 
survival." 

In conduaion, sbe told the com­
mittee, "There muat be a long­
t.erm commitment to aft'ordable, 
quality child care in Canada. 

"There muat be a concerted 
effort to eetabliah a reasonable 
and consistent means of support­
ing our existing child<are faci!i; 
ties. There muat be in place a 
sy&t.em by which the private sec­
tor. whether it be by business or 
industry, (can) establiah child 
care in the workplace.• 

Saying it would be "disastrous 
to- see what bu evolved dis­
appear," Ms. Tymura apresaed 
hope that the committee will 
come up with some tlnn reeolu­
tions and direction for the future. 

A written brief pre.nted by 
the parents committee of the 
Norah Love's Children's Centre 
in Sioux Lookout. stat.es, "Our 
children are not a social burden 
- they are an investment.• 

The centre usually has a wait­
ing.list of about 10 children. but 
the brief state&. "Although we 
need more-cay<are services. our 
moat urgent concern is that we 
will lea lhllM we already have. 

"IC need be,. it suggeeta, •cut 
back on welfare programs that 
serve adults; had their childhood 
been bettar, they may not have 
needed help as adults.• 

Accompanied._by 13 individual 
letters. the Norah-Love submis­
sion states, • At our day-<:are, 
many of the children are from 
middle-income eaming families. 

"Without funding, fees for 
'these parents would increase to 
$25 or ,$30 a day. Moat , would 
have to -it other, lea, satisfao. 
t.ary- child care 8ffllllgemmta. If 
theN parents withdraw their 
children, there would not be 
enough others to keep the day 
care open. Thus the service 
would be loet to the poor, the rich 
and the special needs children.. 

'Recommendations in the brief 
include providing a comprehen­
sive day-aue system, "which P= lvides numerous options to fami. 
lies, including leaves, infant care, 
latch key programs, toddler and 
pre-school care 80 that caring pa­
rents can make the best choice 
for their children and their econo­
mic condition.• 

The committee will erid its 
croaa-eountry hearings near the 
end of June and will table a re­
port on its findinp to the House 
of Commons in November. • 

RED lAKE DISTRICT NEWS. MAY 1986 

·1n China some parents send their· 
children to "week care." 

A firefighting team from China 
visited the Red Lake Day-Care 
Centre May 8. 'The children were 
excited with their guests and 
pleased with the opportunity to 
sing their repertoire of songs. Their 
Chinese guests were impresaed bJ 
the centre - and the children. 

There are dilferences in day care 
• like a lot of everyday things • be­
tween Chins and Canada, accord­
ing to Ding Haicheng and Piao 
Jimbe. 

"Some parents drop oft' children 
to day care centres during the day­
time and pick them up in the even• 
ing," Ding explained. "Some cen­
tres are different • parents drop oft' 
children on Monday and pick them 
up on Saturday." . 

He explained that this type of 
childcareisfor~olderchildren who can look after themselves.• He ex­
plaiiled that this situation happens 
particularly with younger couples 
in which both. parents work during:_ 

Norah Lqve Children's Centre: 

the day and go to school in the even­
ings. 

"ln Chins the young couples like 
to study," Piso Jimbe added, to in• 
crease eaminp. • 

Ding said that generally day care 
centres in China are similar to the 
one . in Red Lake, "but there are 

• more of them and more kids." 
"In China.• he said. "the children 

are grouped in classrooms scoord­
ing to age because there are ;o 
many children." 

He explained that most far.1ilies 
have only one child in Chins. 

Day care centre supervisor Lee 
Moorley explained what the chil­
dren eat at the day care centre. 

"Do the children order their own 
dishes," ssked one member of the 
delegation. 

After singing their guests an en­
thusiastic selection of songs the 
children listened· as the men re­
turned the favor. Each child was 
presented with a Panda bear lapel 
pin. The Panda is the official sym­
bQI of China. • 
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Day-care cos~s cause concern 
Day-care for pre-school chi!- Ms. Wilkinson told the ~mmit- usually carries a waiting list of 

dren "muat be accesail!le to every- tee, "This is not a woman's issue. about 10 children, Ms. Wilkinson 
one," Janet Wilkinson. president "Ibis is a children's issue. It is said. • Although we need more 
of the Parents' Committee of the their well-being which is at day..:are services, our most ur­
Norah Love Children's Centre in stal:e. Therefore, if it is given gent concem is that we will lose 
Siowt Lookout, told the Special that women will' be out of the those we already· have." 
Parliamentary Committee on home(orwhateverreason.young Many day-care children are 
Child Care during its May 12 children must be given the best from middle-income earning 
public hearings in Dryden. care and nurturing that can be families; she said. 

Ms. Wilkinson attended the substituted. ''Without funding, fees for 
hearings along with fellow Sioux "l'his is an all-encompassing these parents would increase to 
Lookout area representatives goal but better that than to lose $25 or $30 a day. Most would 
Deanna Koval,· day<are super- forever the enthusiasm and have to seek other, less satisfac­
visor; Madeline Blum; Gamet creativity of early· childhood to tory child<are arrangements. ff 
Angeconeb; Delma Clace and our society," she said. these parents withdraw their 
Margie Perroa. "Consequently, your commit- children, there would not be 

Anticipated federal cutbacks tee must look at program re- enough others to keep the day­
to day-care subsidies have re- moved from welfare that wtll care open. Thus the service 
suited in the province's decision serve all children.• would be lost to the poor, the rich 
to only. fund those 'day-care _ __Ms~ Wilkinson said..chil~ll _· and the special needs children." 
clientswhoqualifyforfullorpar- aze"aninvestment"asop~~ Among the recommendations 
tial subsidies through a special a "social burden" and suggeste\l, . the parents' committee made at 
needs test. "IC need be, cut back on welfare the hearings is "a comprehensive 

Margaret Mitchell, Vancouver programs that serve adults; had day-om, system which provides 
East MP and a committee mem- their childhood been better, they numerous options to families. in­
ber, said the day12re system "is msy not have needed help as eluding leaves. infant care. latch 
for the rich or for the poor" and adults." key programs, toddler and pre­
that middle-income workingpeo- Telling the committee the school care 80 that caring parents 
pie don't really have any means Norah Love Centre serves about can make the best choice fur their 
of funding at all. 75 parents using 48 full-time children and their economic 

, Reading from a written brief, spaces for children and that it situation." • 



Federal government must be convinced 
more mon.ey needed for child care 

Tbo federal 1over1mo1t muat be 
"coovinced" that IIIOft mooey hu to be­
placed i• cbild care illclucllnl ntra 
ar■ats for Nortbera Ontario comm• 
nlUes, says a member of the Federal · 
~~•Uamentary Committee•: 

MP Marpret Mltcbell lNDP•V- : 
ver Eull also said Ille recammeodl the • 
federal 1ovemme111 establllh day care 
lelislaUOll tbat will elimloola the CID-

-ada Assistance Piao and place day care 
under 1 ,_ act wblcb mikes II avail­
able to families of all lacoma. 

ine~ ==·:~ la lo~ 
c:llild care ill li&ht of tbe ==-­
sibility for care 1mq parents, tbe prt. 
vate sector, the voluntary sector and 
1ovemmenll. In developin' ■lteru-

~1:e!~~'!n~~ ~ U:to e:=: 
the special circumstances of v■riOUI 
families u well u tbe fuwx:ill implica•• 
Uons ol any sovenment lniUatives.Fol­
lowing i:::talionl by-• 111 CJl!ID· 
~ •cb...:.. allocaled duri!I& 11111, 

THUY LY 

Thuy Ly. CO--OnllDIIOr of the Immi­
grant Women·• Employment Place in 
Thunder Bay toJ!lf the committee it'• 
"not (air" for low income earners to pay 
the same price for day care u hi&h iJI. 
come earners. She said most immi• 
grants see day· care "an expensive 
thing." The needs of immigrant women. 

es4.i:~~~! i~';;!~~ ~i~'in.m in 
1980 with her husband and two children. 
She said Ibey departed from their home­
land for freedom, which they lhou&hl 

, they would obtain here. Bui Ibey louad 
. otherwase. - • 

By 10-ANN MUIALICH 
Qnalcle-J--

lh.c Cfhronidt•Journ11l 
w-,, ... ,1c,ia 

"Mell mt <Ultry to 1111d ,.___, 
Bui sometimes, we feel that we don't 
hive freedom 11 aU!" lbesaid. • 

_Wally Mcltly, executive director of 
Tillinlpn Child and Family Services ill 
Siowi _Lookout diSCUlled tbe need for ap­
propruate communlty-bued child care 
facilities in the area ae"ed by lhe 

~the ~time. tbereareaoday 
care or child care pn,cnnw 11 all ill our 
reaion- We iqt tbe federal--­
~~ tbe~lof cbildcare 
procnma bent and eornc1 11111 1aeq­
lllty," Mid llcXay, - IDdlaa ..... 
nlulloa ..,... nearly 10,000 Cree and 
Ojibwa natives llvilJC ill the Nor1II lnllll 
Thunder Bay to Hudloll Bay Call but 
- of tbe communlllel ID Ille recion 
are,:r:only. 

ullfor't:::!:""'-i::-..= 
of the communl~•- McKay 
aaya aeveral cnmmualUea ba,.. told 
them Ibey bave DOI been ableto ........ 
uwadiDI or uW development taacb­
lDl........,.. beca ... "the-wbo 
expreu _ _,.t ca1111a1 find ad•' 
111111todaycarelarlbelr-." 

Slallsl'Wllllf aodl'byllla Dadloy fllwi 
lD f._ lie 'l'Nul Lau to..,_. 
their female Cne COllllllllllilJ-111& Trour. 
Lake, located 400 mllea aortbeaal of 
~ Bay, la allo la ...... need 

of .!~.:r~ti;. wily lbla la a prior• 
ity form, let me note that relaUve to tbe 
rest of Ille Canadian population, our 
populalioa ill BIC Trout Lake la very 
youa1. 1•1 Cenaus n..,.... &bow tbat 
aver 60 per cent of. our popwltioa ii 

r:=::::;~-~~-­
..:-...::~~i:;:.:,;~~ 
many ot,. are siDgle parent women be­
tween 15 and 21 years iii aae. So tbe need 
for &Olld cbild care facWllea 11111 more 
lillelytoiacralelDBIC'l'l'Oal~lllaa-

dac~==!fectea:·~com• 

=-~:.ii~ be llaibili% ~ 
the nature of ~ ~ell u acl-

~~r~.;' exi3.""= ~ 
dressin& of day care need■ of ladiaa 
communlllea should not be subject to Ju­
rlsdicUon dlaputa·i.c- federal and 
en,vincial 1overnmen1a. -· --

ThWICler Bay alderman Dua1y lllller, 
cbairmaa of the community aervica 
committee told tbe live-member panel 
tbal tbe lederal aovernmenl must estab­
lish a standardized formula ill determia­
in& tbe per diem u well u eliminate iJI. 
din!ct adminiltraUve COiia from tbe per 
diem formula. 

I Tht - of 111e community repn1-
in& cbild care mllll be a factor ID tbe de-lllvery of aervice, Miller explained. The 
''Toronto" nperiencesbould DOI dictate 
:re&ulatory meuurea. lle&ional dlaparl­
,Uea mllll be lalrea lalocoasideralion. 

lllBer-:T'onner city mayor ,added lbal 
thecnmmi-ooecla torecapizalbalill 
mrtberD citiea 1ucb u TlwDder Bay, 
hi&her COiia for fOlld and healillfl create 
hl&her facility costs, tbua hi&her per 
dlema. Salartea of cUenll are DOI aec:• 
eautily bi&ber, sbe said. A special 
Northern remicuon should be induded 
ID the per diem formula. 

,,,, . .,,, 
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FIONA KARLSTEDT 

Tbe Nar11nN11ent Oalulo ReciOllll 
Day Care Commiltee, represented by 
Fiona Karlltedt, told Ille lederal•ap­
polaled committee that ID illveatmenl 
m tbe well-bela& of cbildren and IIIDi• 
lies mall:• social and econctlDic sense. 
The commilmenl~ ll tbe devel­
opment of a com ive child care 
syatem that woul meet tbe aeecls of all 
children and lamiliea. 

"We Nquire a child care syatem lbal 
la accessible to au familiea irrespective 
of their economic 1111111, their employ• 

. ment status or their 1eocraphic resi­
dence," noted Karlsledt. 

N.W.0. lla vutre&ionandlaaerviced 
by approximately 12,000 mile■ of hitlh• 
way Witb many communities accessiile 
only by rail or air. Approximately 
236,000 people live io one city, seven 
towns, 36 towashipo, three improvement 
districts, 51 lndiaa reserves and 73 rural 
communities. 

"Of the 171 communlliea ill N.W.O., 
only II provide day care service■," she 
said. 

Karbtedt aaid lbat Ille atabwty oc 
nl~=carecenlrelcaaonlybeac­
com by Ille reducllon ti mer -cbarled to parents. • 

"We, IMrefora, l'COIIIIDelld lbal Ille 
f-.i aovenimeat immediately -
vide direct .....,11 to municipal and ...,. 
profit day care centres to atabllize the 
ailliq aenlce and enaure the contla­
aod..,enlionof thecenlrel." 

Karlsllldl apc,te about 1be silllalloo of 
rural famllleo. Resean:11 baa llllicated 

=t~~ ;en~•..::i::-i:;: 
or r~ with them wbile Ibey wort., 

~y •:ii:~:r b6la':rcf;!~0=~u.:: 
wamen are often rellrlcted from allellcl­
lDl farm mNllap became of loode­
quato cbild can and/or lack of llDaac9 

lox:~~=·:.. ..... be -
UID ''llrllu---." uidKarla, 

.Jedi. Tbe N.W.O. llelillllAI Day Can 
Cocamllloe hu aludlecf tbe Report ot the 
Tau Force on Cllild care. chalrecl by 
Dr. KalleCooke-. Tbecnmmilleeaareo,I 
with mnat-ol Ibo recommuclail ... • 
made ID lhat report. 

llanlhlll'• Can! Vie,' a -tr 
denlopalaal worter and Ju Garden, 
bmlDeaa admlnlstrlar for Ille Marathon 
Day Care Centre DOied lbal ,,_ .,. 

Q lely-W tollnaace - -y-care centre, localed lD Ille 
of Ille Penlecostal Church. 

BEV ROMANIUI 

~~ .;g,.=: .i:... ~.::. 
loooilllfl,0001 mOGlh. • 

e .. Bomantut, social ■enlcea •cl­
mlnislntor for tbe Town ot Geraldton 
pleaded with tbe cnmmillN lo not place 
day care out ol reachlor middle incnm• 
families ID ■mall N.W.O. communltiea: 
Romanluk said middle illcnme earner■ 
are tbe "backhoae" of our tu bueand 
already pay more !baa lbeir lhlre for 
tbeae aervicea. 

"Ontario la llvlnl IOUlbera and eul• 
ern Onterlomore subaldlied apace■ . 
Give Northern Ontario back iadirecl 

=~lloo ~~~-~ 
■ee DWIJ of ,a bavilJC lo cloleCNlf mmB 
due to lack of enrolment u day can be­
comes more and more unaffordable. We 
do not hive enoup community-baaed 
service■ for our people-,"~ said. 

• 
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MONIQUE MORGAN-MERCIER AND JORDIN BONIFERRO 

. .,.lime to play dulq aaamiltee) Ilaria& hen 

la • ..,-... --. ... , -
doa DOI llllllll lbe ooec1a of Iba pubjlc, 
said Judilh MoacralD, president ot the 
Caudiaa Unlocl ot Public Employ-. 
Local rl. M_.ia, - local ~ 
reaenla about IOO member■ told Ille , 
cnmmlltee lD Tbuader Bar, service■ 
provided 11 the mualclpa day care 
level, an~totallyforlholewwt• 
lnlda,o. • 

"There la DOI adequate fundillll naU• 
able for cblld care .._1oa to lacludt 
tbe aeecls of famillea wllh lhlll woe!<· 
era," she said, IIOllag lbal tbe majority 
of local f- must 11W dellODd on iJI. 
formal or private care u city service■ 
do DOI amrnr lbelr-. • 

cial~~ =.:: :f :1: ~~ 
Pllbllc Service Employees Ualoa la one 
of seven women ...,.....iilli 51,GOO pub­
lic aervlce employees ill the proviace. 
Roui told Ille paMI of 11Pa lbal unm 
bave - barpiDiDI for day care for 
sometime. 

" II hu - ID luue lhal hu been 
foupl both al tbe baruinlDI table■ and 
ill le&ialabnl acrau tbe ""'811ry. How­
ever, perbapa like medicare and pen­
sm, unlom will bave to will child care 
al the barpininS lablea before lecia-

• latms will be pnaured to acL" . 

-llyabotb_pd_ 
ment must •ye tbe cbiJd CIJ'e illue to 
see wbal w, be dOGe, "tbe best way." 
Sbe said tbe federal aovernment la alao 
ID employer and Iba! OPSEU expect, 
.. a leadership role" io Je1isl1tive 
chaqea, which then would lead to • ' 
tudinal c:ban&e-

....... 
u, ...... 
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Should informal hqme day care be regulated by government?_ 
TORONTO <CP) - Diane belongs 

to lD underpowld, seU-employed 
worldon:e that makes hundreds of 
mUlioas of dollars a year. 

She la one of an unknown number 
of l'"!'Pie who provide day care In 
their homes for an estimated 400,000 
children of •onlna parents In Onta• 

P~blic support for day c-are 
r:ivals other issues, poll finds 
Canadian Presa !!•:•, ,,,tc, with other Issues, while 37 per cent 
Ofi:AWA " ~ said It was somewhat Important. 

•• Women, younger people, parents 
•. Three out of lour Canadians say with children under 8 years, those 

child care Is an Important Issue that with lower Incomes, part-time work­
should be high on government prior- ers and those "leaning tn federal 
lty -lists, according to a poll comm is- politics toward the Liberals and 
sloned In June by Canada's two New Democratic Party" were more 
largest unions. likely to Dnd the issue very lmpor-

•'Ihe poll sponsored by the Cana- tant 
dilln-Union ol Public Employees and J.;.t over hall ol parents rated 
Ille National Union ol Provincial day care very Important, compared 
Gelrernment Employees also with 35 per cent of non-parents. 
sbawed a majorltx of people favor Ms Corbell-Vincent said she Is 
.,..eminent suppott for non-profit pleased non-parents rate it as highly 
daf care centres over profit-making as they do. 
OQWprises. "Hopefully It's because people 
--Kami Stotsky, a research omcer understand that children are Cana­
for CUPE, said the results con- da's most precious resource and 
flrrqed and "substantially support- something has to 'be done for the 
ed the views that we've had on the crisis that exists In Canada around 
111 .. •of day can,, particularly the child care," she said. 
lmpoi:tance ol day care to the pul>- Other poll results, accurate wtth-
llc.c _-: •• In plus or minus three percentage 

-~A.' lot of times people feel child points 95 llmes out of 100, varied lil­
e,u:,t is not as lm_portant as other tie between parents and non-par­
halller economic Issues such as free ents. 
tra~or matters of the economy," Sixty-one per cent felt day-care 
Ms SIOISky said. "But these results money should go to child-care cen­
cle.arly show, I think, that child care Ires run by non-profit groups. Only 
is" a ·very important Issue to Cana- 18 per cent supported more centres 
diill1;i .and It's something that gov- run by government and 13,per cent 
einments have to deal with and are favored more public dollars spent 
e~ted to deal with." on centres nm by companies for 

'l'.ise Corbell-Vincent, a spokes- profit. 
man .. for the Canadian Day Care And 58 per cent ol Canadians felt 
A~vocacy Association, said lhe find- government 1noney would be beller 
in&, · 4;onfirm what the special par. spent• on more non-profit centres 
llamenlary committee on day care rather lhan subsidies paid to par­
hdrd from hundreds of people en1s lo lake time oll work lo care 
ac,:o.s, the counlry during public for lheir awn children. Thirty-two 
h~arlngs this spring. per cent favored subsidies. . 

11\e poll, based on 1,200 !llndom Ms Slotsky said the unions will 
teJepJtone Interviews between June 5end the results to the parllamenta. 
7-20 11Cilh people over age 18, found ry commluee. which has concluded 
311 pi!r. cent of respondents feel child Its public hearings and Is drafting·• 
~re~ 'ls very important comoared report due tn November. 

rtoalone. 
Of!H out of desoeraUon, parents 

lurn to people Uke Diane because of 

:::-::::a~. a~~f.':.l"'~:'/f.C:: 
~--~iw'J:.S:~:,~ :.::-
liccentre. • 

Diane, who didn'I want her last 
name used, cares for seven children 
at her Toronto home and doesn't de­
clare her Income. 

Under Ontario's Day Nunertea 
Act, she should only be handling a 
maximum of five children, Includ­
ing DO more than three kids under 
three years old and two under lhe 
ac• of two. To care for moni than 
nve children requires a licence. 

Bui Diane doesn't have a licence 
for her Informal day-care operation 
and DO level of government II aware 
of what sbe's doing. 

MOST UNREPORTED 
A lludy by lhe Onlarlo CoaliUon 

For Better Day Care, a priv,te 
lobby group, indicales that 80 per 
cent of lhese Informal providers In 
lhe province lake !heir fees under 
lhe table, lgnortns any klnd of -· 

~~iuatton isn't unique lo Onla· 
rlo -authorities aaree It applles In 
other provinces 

"Nobody knows much about lhem 
<home day•care worken>, aside 
from tbe fact lhey are mostly 
women who want to make a litUe 
money on lhe side," admlla Paul 
Sieme11s, manager of lhe children's 
unit at lhe Ontario Ministry of Com­
munily aod Social Services. 

"We don't even know !heir num­
bers, and they areo'l telling qs be­
cause they don't want govenunent 
inl2rference ... 

The ministry can only guess - by 
rough census calculations or the 

::i~g~~~ c~s~ :;:i 
about 500,000 children In Onlarlo are 
receiving some form of day care. 
Further estlmales Indicate that only 
about 20 per cent of !hem, or 100,000, 
are In licensed day care. 

RAISE FEARS 
Horror stories abound at what 

happen, In some of the private 
homes - u 10 children being 
kept In lhe basement where a tele­
Yislon Is lhe real babysitter. 

And once In a while-a lragedy oc­
eurs. 
. Last November In Bolton, near 

Toronto, a 49-year-old woman and 
lhe four childreo she WU looking af. 
ter died of smoke lnhalaUon when 
Ore swept lhrough her home. A con,­
ner's inquesl revealed lhe woman 

t:M:-:r~.':'"a:"r:i~':':1~.!: 
amounts of anU-depressant and diet 
drugs, malting her Incapable of re­
acting lo lhe emergency. 

1bese revelations came u a shock 
to lhe parents, who from their Um• 
ited knowledge of lhe woman's Ille 
had beeo sslisfied with lhe aA"1!fll• 
menl • 

''Tbere:s always a cUns.,. kind of 
fear In lhe back of your mind that 
somethJng's going to go wrong," 
ssys Brigette Vlanna, admlnlslra· 
Uve assistant with lhe Ontario Sta­
tus or Women Council, who at one 
time had her soa in private home 
care. 

BEOIOOSEY 
Erika Baker, who cares for nve 

chlldreo at her home near Toronlo, 
says parents "Just have to be a lilUe 
more chooly. • 

ta;~t~.::~~~ 
be a reason. I have to keep very 
sbict records In order to claim ex­
penses. But I do have to pay Income . 
tax at lhe end of lhe year and thal's • 
why moat people don't give out rec­
elpla . . . Ibey don't wanl to give up 
that money at lheend of lhe year." 

However, many day-care crillcs 
111119 that parents often have HIiie 
choice about where they can place 
their children. 

Vluna finds fault with lhe whole 
government philosophy of providing 
subsidized formal day care-for lhe 
_. but UWe for lhe middle clus. 

''There ia a huge gap," she says. 

~~':lr:i::t;1!-'"u!"!~i!'i: 
=L.C:l'!'~~~~~~--~or 

COST IS LOWER 
A space In a day-care cenlre cao 

coot $5,000 a year, while unlicensed 
home care usually coots much less. 

Although Linda Becker feels lor­
tunate to hive her two.year-old 
daughtet under Baker's care, she 
acknowledges lhe uneasiness of first 
seeking out home day care. 

"Here I wu, beainl a woman to 
take my child and filidn'teven know 
her," says Secker. "But I was re­
lerred to her by a friend and I went 
over to see her house and talked to 
her for qullea bit. • 

"Whal I 111ink when I hear hon-or 
stories Is, 'Thanll God I have Jodie 
where she is."' 

A parliamentary committee on 
day care currenUy making Its way 

around the country has found thal 
many parents are staunch support­
ers of home day care. 

IN NEIGHBORHOOD 
• " People pref'er day care to be in 

- their neighborhood· and in more fa­
miliar surroundings." says Shirley 
Martin, the Conservative MP for 

~::;,''!,::: ~::: i~~Tj!;:::~t 
and will report to lhe House of Com­
mons in November. "' And in other 
arus, such as rural communities, 
they see it as the best way to meet 
tbelt needs where no formal day 
carenlsts." • 

Noting thal lhe situation in Onla· 
rio la typical of lhe rest of Canada. 
Martin said she expects her group lo 
take a more far-ranging approach to 
the day-care issue than a recent fed­
eral task force beaded by sociologisl 
Katie Cooke. Last March, Cooke 
recomrilended a universal day-care 
system be established In lhe coun­
try. 

" I think a lot or people were 
scared off by the figures that were 
mentioned," said Martin, referring 
to an estimate in Cooke's report ol 
SIi billion for child care costs to all 
1overnments. "We want to under­
stand lhe various needs of parents 
and provide alternatives." 

Martin admits she doesn't kno-.· 
yet what slruelllre could be devel­
o~ to screen home day-care pro­
vtders or how lhey would be encour 
aged to come forward and conduct 
lheirservices In theopen. 

But Baker isn'i sure any incen 
lives would be attractive enougl 
since "the bottom line is you're no· 
going to make a lol of moneyl pro 
vtdlng home day care. 

"You do it because you like kids 
otherwise you shouldn!I be doing i1 
ataU." 

°' 


