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We are pleased to advise that we recently
received a grant from Secretary of State —

Women's Programs which allows us to continue
our activities, including publication of the
newsletter and the planning and organization

of the regional child care forum(s).
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NWO DAY CARE NEWS is a forum for the sharing

of information between day care groups
throughout Northwestern Ontario, as well as

providing information about what's happening

on the federal and provincial scenes, both

in terms of governmental policy/ legislation

and with advocacy groups' activities.

We hope that this newsletter will combat
some of the isolation that day care workers
and advocates feel and that through sharing
resources, ideas and action plans we can
develop strategies to ensure the growth and
strengthening of quality day care in our
region.

We welcome submissions to this newsletter
from every day care centre and committee
throughout Northwestern Ontario. Please
send articles, newsclippings, leffters, etc.
to Box 144, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7C 4V5.

public hearings have now been completed.
The Special Committee is expected to table
its report in the fall. Ask your federal
member of parliament to keep you informed
of the progress of the Special Committee.

CITY OF THUNDER BAY ESTABLISHES ADVISORY

WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS to each and every
one of you who made presentations to the
federal government's Special Committee on
Child Care hearings in Dryden and Thunder
Bay. Parent groups, day care workers,
administrators, politicians, women's
groups, native organizations, labour
representatives, individual parents —
everyone gave impressive representation
and you should all be proud of yourselves.
The Special Committee certainly heard —
strongly and clearly — the day care issues
in Northwestern Ontario and the needs of
our children. But now we must keep
monitoring the activities of the Special
Committee and keep pressing for action on
the recommendations we have made. The

COMMITTEE

We would like to congratulate City Council
for establishing its Child Care Advisory
Committee. The committee is made up of
representatives from council and city
administration, parents from day care
centres and private home day care, and

the president of the Thunder Bay Advocates
for Quality Child Care. The objectives of
the advisory committee are "to investigate
issues and developments related fo child
care in the City of Thunder Bay and to
advise the Community Services Committee

of the Corporation of the City of Thunder
Bay".

Some of the issues the Advisory Committee
hopes to tackle in the near future include
the indirect subsidy, fee increases and
enrol Iment-based fees. We hope that this
committee will be beneficial to the
operation of the city's day care services
and the decision making at City Hall.

DAY CARE VIDEOTAPES

CONGRATULATIONS AGAIN AND MANY THANKS TO
SIOUX LOOKOUT AND MARATHON for their
participation in the video project! The
Ontario Coalition for Better Day Care,
through an Ontario Women's Directorate
grant, sponsored the project which
resulted in the production of videotapes
portraying the situation of day care in
ten diverse communities of the province.
Northwestern Ontario was allotted two of
the ten ftapes. Sioux Lookout was chosen



as representative of an established day care
that was threatened with closure because of
the indirect subsidy withdrawal. Marathon
was selected as the second site because it
is one of the newest day care programs in
the region and demonstrates the problems
faced and the commitment required of a non-
profit parent organization working diligently
to provide high quality day care for their
children. Thanks to the expertise of
Monitor North, coupled with the enthusiasm
of Sioux Lookout and Marathon day care
people (and Fiona and Margaret's newly-
learned editing skills), we have two fine
day care videos. You may wish to borrow
these videos for information /education
purposes. Contact Jan Garden, Marathon

Day Care; Janet Wilkinson, Box |77, Sioux
Lookout; or the NWO Regional Day Care
Committee, Box 144, Thunder Bay.

PROVINCIAL CONCERNS

DECEMBER 31, 1986 looms closer and closer,
and still no word about new provincial policy
that could save our centres from closure. In
the provincial budget speech, the treasurer
announced that Ontario would request the
federal government to negotiate new policies
to make day care a public service. While
this is a positive direction, we all know
that federal-provincial negotiations are a
time-consuming process. It would not only

be ironic, but fragic, if positive new day
care policy was put into effect after our
centres have been forced to close. We need
action now to ensure the stability of our
existing centres.

The provincial day care Pclicy Review has
not been made public. Ask your MPP what
the status of the Review is.

RED LAKE UPDATE

The day care centres in Red lLake, Ear Falls
and Balmertown have received COMSOC funding
to develop publicity materials to promote
their services.

A 24 page handbook for parents, which includes
professional photos and children's drawings,
is currently being compiled and will go to

the publisher in the next few weeks. The
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handbook will be distributed by all three
centres in the fall.

The publication attempts to answer the
questions every parent asks when enrolling
a child in care, while also explaining the
goals and benefits of group day care. In
our community, many people still don't
understand what day care is and what
benefits it can offer families.

The project represents a cooperative effort
to boost public relations and address, in

a positive way, the chronic problem of
declining enrollment at the centres in

our area.
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NEWS ITEMS

THE LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA will be holding
a policy convention this fall. We under-
stand that a position on day care will be
developed at this convention. Please
contact the Liberal Party representatives
(especially convention delegates) and
inform them of the needs, problems and
solutions to the day care situation.

Make sure they have a copy of your brief

to the Special Committee.

We have been advised that ONTARIO ATTORNEY
GENERAL IAN SCOTT, WHO IS ALSO MINISTER
RESPONSIBLE FOR WOMEN'S ISSUES, will be
visiting various Northwestern Ontario
communities in September. (We believe
Kenora, Dryden, Fort Frances, Grassy
Narrows and Thunder Bay are included in
his ifinerary.) Plan to have day care
spokespersons attend these meetings. |t
is important that Mr. Scott is made aware
of our particular NWO day care concerns.

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND LOBBY OF THE
ONTARIO COALITION FOR BETTER DAY CARE
will be held in Toronto, October 24-27,
1986. It is imporfant that as many NWO
delegates as possible attend this
conference to ensure our perspective is
heard. It is also important that we have
the opportunity to share with and learn
from other day care advocates — such
meetings provide new energy to carry on
our important work. We are uncertain
what subsidies may be available, so all
of us may have to think of raising some
funds to assist our Northwestern Ontario
delegates.



REGIONAL FORUM(S)

Plans for the regional forum(s) are progressing.
We are still looking for your input To decide
whether there should be one or two forums. We
believe that we should hold the forum(s) as
soon as possible, as it is urgent that we
determine what action we must collectively

take - particularly around the issue of

indirect subsidy.

Response to our planning survey received to
date indicates that Financial Stability of
Centres is the most important issue for the
majority of you. Relations with the
provincial government, day care workers'
concerns, and development of parent groups
are also priority items.

[3]

We ask anyone who has not yet returned the-
planning survey fo do so (a copy of the
survey is enclosed).

Detailed plans concerning the forum(s) will
be sent to you within a month.
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CONFIRMATION OF A GRANT FROM THE ONTARIO
WOMEN'S DIRECTORATE to assist the North-
western Ontario Regional Day Care Committee
in carrying out research and public education
initiatives has just been received. That
assistance is grateful ly acknowledged.

Local repre

By Holly Rupert

The Special Committee on Child
Care, a seven-member federal task
force studying day-care services
across Canada, made a one-day
stop in Dryden May 12.

The committee’s terms of refer-
ence call for a review of the quality
and availability of “non-p g
care, the economic implications of
child care, and the role of the feder-
al gov in the provision of
care

The Dryden hearings repre-
sented a critical opportunity for pa-
rents and day-care advocates in the
northwest region to make their
concerns known.

Groups from Red Lake, Dryden, -
Sioux Lookout and Fort Frances, .

among others, made submissions to
tie committee. -

The Red Lake delegation was
small.  addressed the committee as-
a day-care parent and as a council
member of the Ontario Coalition
for Better Day (i)abre, a Toronto-

provincial lobbying group. I

was joined by Rhona Karschti, a

former day-care supervisor in Yel-

lowknife, N.-W.T., now living in
Lake. 5

Together we tried to provide
some understanding of the prob-
lems parents needing child care
face in our area. As the committee
will discover, they are problems pa-
rents are facing across the country.

“Choice Important”

Whenever the day-care issue i$
discussed, emphasis is always
placed on the importance of choice.
People believe parents should be
free to choose the kind of care they
want for their children. Yet, given
the current situation, parents do
not always have a real choice when
it comes to finding child care.

For instance, parents have little
choice if their children are not eligi-
ble for formal group day care. -

The two municipally-run day-
care centres that serve the Red
Lake district in Red Lake and Bal-
mertown, lack an infant-toddler
program for children under two and
an integrated program to
accommodate special-needs chil.

* dren. This means many families in
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Jeanette Kostynuk, a childcare worker at Red Lake day-care centre,

in Red Lake.

our area do not have access to the
services provided in those centres.

Both centres are working to pro-
vide the best service they can given
their budget and space restrictions.
While program expansion is
needed, it's not possible without an
infusion of new funds.

Under the existing system, the
only way to get new long-term
funding is to raise fees. That would
mean adding substantially to the
financial burden day-care parents
already carry.

In fact, the high cost is the majn
reason a great many parents can-
not afford formal day care.

Although all three levels of gov-
ernment help to fund day care, we
have essentially a user-pay system.
Typically, parents must pay
$2,000-5,000 per year for a licensed
day-care space in Ontario.

High fees have meant that across
the country, day care is fact becom-
ing a commodity for the rich (who
can afford full fees) and a welfare

Thirty-four chil

gularly attend day care
]

service for those with low incomes
(who are eligible for a subsidy). It's
the middle-income families, whose
earnings are not low enough to
allow them to qualify for subsidy,
who are hurt the most under the
existing system. )
The user-pay system has thrown
day-care services into a crisis situa-

sentatives address day-care issues
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Only about 15 per cent of Cana-
dian children receive care in the
formal day-care system. Rather
than expand the system, both the
federal and provincial govern-
ments seem anxious to find the in-
formal day-care market.

A babysitter, relative or neigh-
bor — in short, anyone who cares
fora child in his or her own home —
is part of the informal care system.

The informal is largely unreg-
ulated, making it almost impossi-
ble to ensure good quality care. For
parents who cannot find or afford
formal care, placing their child in
someone’s home becomes the only
available choice.

To fully regulate informal care.
ensuring quality care, would be a
massive undertaking. Some day-
care advocates believe the govern-
ment might attempt it as a cheap
alternative to improving the formal
day-care system.

It would not be cost efficient to
fund the informal market at the ex-
pense of existing formal services.
Already many day-care facilities
across the country are not being
used fully because of the critical re«
lationship between fees and enrol-
ment. g

Taken together, the comments ot
witnesses appearing before the spe-
cial committee in Dryden made one
point very clear: Parents need day
care; they want to see existing ser-
vices protected and expanded.

The federal government has an
obligation to provide the directior
and funds to stengthen the day-
care services offered in individuai
ities, and in so doing, de-

tion and small icipally-run
centres are particularly at risk.

Because many parents cannot
afford day care, enrolment has
dropped, which in turn means daily
fees must rise to cover the cost of
staffing and running the centre. It
becomes a vicious cycle that can
jeopardize the quality of care the
children receive.

The only way out, according to
many day-care advocates, includ-
ing those who made submissions to
the Special Committee on Child
Care, is a federal funding scheme
that would see new dollars flowing
into the system for each’ licensed
day-care space.

velop a day-care system that meet:
the needs of all Canadian families
The Special Committee on Chilc
Care will continue its hearing unt
late June and its report is due to be
tabled by November. The commit
tee will accept written submission:
from any concerned individuals os
groups until June 2. These shoulc
be forwarded to The Clerk, Specia
Committee on Child Care. Suit 308
151 Sparks St. Committees anc
Private Legislation Branch. House
(o)f Commons, Ottawa. Ont. K1A
A6.

Hollx Rupert is a day-care advocat.
and freelance writer living in Rec
Lake. .



Child care hearin
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repeatedly raised during public
hearings conducted by the Spe-
cial Parliamentary Committee
on Child Care May 12 at the Best
Western Motor Inn in Dryden.
Among those making pre-
sentations to the committee were
representatives. of the Dryden

Day-Care Centre, the Dryden ,

Day-Care Parents Group and the

Norah Love Children’s Centre in 5

Smight
' Corner, supervisor of
the Dryden Day-Care Centre,
told the committee, “During the
years when couples are raising
their families, tueir income is the
lowest and their household costs
are the highest in relationship to
that income.
“Young couples are trying to
5
‘pirchase a home, pay a mort-
gage, raise a family and I-

' She told the committee, “If
child-care services are limited to
certain children, whether the
criteria be the age or ability of
LT

Y purpose
day care has been forgotten.”

By pricing day-care services
beyond the means of middle in-
“we are reducing its chances of
survival.”

In conclusion, she told the com-
mittee, “There must be a long-
term commitment to affordable,
quality child care in Canada.

“There must be a concerted
effort to establish a reasonable
and consistent means of support-
ties. There must be in place a
system by which the private sec-

ly start a life. Today, many cou-
plesﬁpdt.}:zybo'hhavetowurk

“Through affordable day-care
programs,” she said, “this can be
accomplished.”

Ms. Corner said direct sub-
sidies will take effect in Dryden
Jan. 1, 1987, “and we have tried
to clome to grips with this

em.

“We have lost approximatel,
20 children because of the unpll
mentation of direct subsidy.”

Noting that day-care costs

have risen due to declining enrol-
ment from $19.30 in November
of 1983 to $27.22 in November of
1985, Ms. Corner recommended
that for parents in need, funding
should be 20 per cent municipal
and 80 per cent f 1
cial, and parents not in need
should provide 55 per cent them-
selves, with 10 per cent from the
municipality and 35 per cent
from the federal and municipal
governments.

Jeri Tymura, spokesman for
the Dryden Day-Care Parents
Group, said, “The need for afford-
able quality care for our children
is real, yet this care is not accessi-
ble for reasons of affordability,
availability and the lack of flex-
ibility within the fragile support
system that exists now.”

tor, whether it be by business or
industry, (can) establish child
care in the workplace.”

Saying it would be “disastrous
to see what has evolved dis-
appear,” Ms. Tymura
hope that the committee will
come up with some firm resolu-
tions and direction for the future.

A written brief presented by
the parents committee of the
Norah Love’s Children’s Centre
in Sioux Lookout, states, “Our
children are not a social burden
— they are an investment.”

The centre usually has a wait-
ing list of about 10 children, but
the brief states, “Although we
need more cay-care services, our
most urgent concern is that we
will lose those we already have.

“If need be,” it suggests, “cut
back on welfare programs that

Accompanied by 13 individual
\etters, the Norah Love submis-
sion states, “At our day-care,
many of the children are from
middle-income earning families.

“Without funding, fees for

“these parents would increase to

$25 or,$30 a day. Most ;would
have to seek other, less satisfac-
tory child care arrangeménts. If
these parents withdraw their
children, there would not be

others to keep the day
care open. Thus the service
would be lost to the poor, the rich
and the special needs children.”

Recommendatio i
include providing a comprehen-
sive day-care system, “which pro-
vides numerous options to fami-
lies, including leaves, infant care,
latch key programs, toddler and
pre-school care so that caring pa-
rents can make the best choice
for their children and their econo-
mic condition.”

The committee will end its
cross-country hearings near the
end of June and will table a re-
port on its findings to the House
of Commons in November.  »

gs focus on costs
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In China some parents send their -
children to “week care.”

A firefighting team from China
vigited the Red Lake Day-Care
Centre May 8. The children were
excited with their guests and
pleased with the opportunity to
sing their repertoire of songs. Their
Chinese guests were impressed by
the centre — and the children.

There are differences in day care
- like a lot of everyday things - be-
tween China and Canada, accord-
ing to Ding Haicheng and Piao

Jimbe.

“Some parents drop off children
to day care centres during the day-
time and pick them up in the even-
ing,” Ding explained.
tres are different - parents drop off
children on Monday and pick them

up on Saturday.”

child care is for “older children who
can look ﬂ;ﬁa{ themselves.” He ex-

crease earnings.

one in Red Lake,

many children.”

[4]

the day and go to school in the even-

ings.
“In China the young couples like
to study,” Piao Jimbe added, to i

, to In-

.

Ding said that generally day care
centres in China are similar to the

“but there are

more of them and more kids.”

“In China,” he said, “the children
are grouped in classrooms accord-
ing to age because there are so

He explained that most farailies

have only one child in China.

e cen-

delegation.

y care centre supervisor Lee
Moorley explained what the chil-
dren eat at the day care centre.

“Do the children order their own
dishes,” asked one member of the

5 After singing their guests an en-
He explained that this type of tlzt.x‘a‘iastic‘:v selection of songs the

Enrticularly with younger c;x;ples
in which both parents work during;

I of China.

Norah Love Children’s Cenre:
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Day-care costs cause concern

Day-care for pre-school chil-
dren “must be accessible to every-
one,” Janet Wilkinson, president
of the Parents’ Committee of the
Norah Love Children’s Centre in
Sioux Lookout, told the Special
Parliamentary Committee on
Child Care during its May 12
public hearings in Dryden.

Ms. Wilkinson attended the
hearings along with fellow Sioux
Lookout area repr ives
Deanna Koval, ‘day-care super-
visor; Madeline Blum; Garnet
Angecollx,eb; Delma Clace and

e Perros.
Anticipated federal cutbacks
to day-care subsidies have re-
sulted in the province’s decision
to only. fund those day-care
clients who qualify for full or par-
tial subsidies through a special

needs test.

Margaret Mitchell, Vancouver
East MP and a committee mem-
ber, said the day-care system “is
for the rich or for the poor” and
that middle-income working peo-
ple don't really have any means
of funding at all.

. Reading from a written brief,

Ms. Wilkinson told the commit-
tee, “This is not a woman’s issue.

“This is a children’s issue. It is
their well-being which is at
stake. Therefore, if it is given
that women will be out of the
home for whatever reason, young
children must be given the best
care and nurturing that can be
substituted.

“This is an all-encompassing
goal but better that than to lose
forever the enthusiasm and
creativity of early childhood to
our society,” she said.

“Consequently, your commit-
tee must look at program re-
moved from welfare that will
serve all children.”

are “an investment” asopposed to
a “social burden” and su; ed;
“If need be, cut back on welfare
programs that serve adults; had
their childhood been better, they
may n::t have needed help as

Telling the committee the
Norah Love Centre serves about
75 parents using 48 full-time
spaces for children and that it

d- as the men re-
turned the favor. Each child was
p d with a Panda bear lapel
in. The Panda is the official sym-
L ]

usually earries a waiting list of
about 10 children, Ms. Wilkinson
said, “Although we need more
day-care services, our most ur-
gent concern is that we will lose
those we already-have.”

Many day-care children are
from middle-income earning
families; she said.

“Without funding, fees for
these parents would increase to
$25 or $30 a day. Most would
have to seek other, less satisfac-
tory child-are arrangements. If
these parents withdraw their
children, there would not be
enough others to keep the day-
care open. Thus the service
would be lost to the poor, the rich

~ -Ms, Wilkinson said children _ and the special needs children.”

Among the recommendations
the parents’ committee made at
the hearings is “a comprehensive
day-care system which px:ovic!ns

options to families, in-
cluding leaves, infant care, latch
key programs, toddler and pre-
school care so that caring parents
can make the best choice for their
children and their economic
situation.” *




- Federal government must be con vinced
more money needed for child care

‘l‘he ledenl lovetnment mlut be

placed in clnld care mclu ing extn
grants for Northern Ontario commu-
nities, says a member of the Federal -
cmcial Parliamentary Committee nn~

MP Mamret Mitchell (NDP- Vancou-
ver East) also said she recommends the -

Assistance Plan and place day care
\mdzr a new act which makes it avail-
able to families of all incomes.

lhe role “n&e" — enn;l
ine 4
child care in light of the m
sibility for care among parents, the pri-
vate sector, the volunury semf and

e -Teds. com-

tives for future nc
mittee members will into account,
the special circumstances of various
families as well as the financial implica-
tions of any govenm;m initiatives. Fol-
lowing tations by grwps an

."f..ﬁ:.“m alokated during the,
endnl each session.

THUY LY

Thuy Ly, co-ordinator of the Immi-
grant Wamen 's Employment Place in

Thunder Bay told committee it's
**not fair" for low income earners to pay
the same price for day care as high in-

come earners. She said most immi-

By JO-ANN MIHALICH
Chroaicle-Journal Staff

&he Chronide-Fournal

Wednesaay, My 14, 1988

“I'left my country to find freedom.’
But sometimes, we feel tha we don’t
have freedom at all!”" she said. *

Wally McKay, executive director ol
Tikinagan Chil and Family Services
&ou[mkoutdmmedﬂnmdfaup

te community-based child care
acllmes in the area served by the

“Mmehﬁdmmmme.thaemmdny
cauorfv ugr:hpc;)gmaulliuw
remn e ederal government

developmmtdchﬂdau
mmmhou this ineq-
llity"uklllchy.whuehdlucu—

nearly 10,000 Cree and
Mnﬂumﬂmmmmm
rBlytoHudunB.y(nllbut
communities in the region

anll inonly
staff are working on propo-
sals for day care in a number
the communities it serves. McKay

express an-isterest cannot find ad-
equate day care for their children."

population in Big Trout

young. 1381 Census ﬁgntu t

over 60 mc;nt of our ﬁn:a:

years of age,

D ier tnaage o . sud Fider.
She added ‘‘We have a v high

numbao(hmiﬁamthyumg

many of us are single parent

tween 15 and 21 years of age. So the need

for child care facili Buu:emn

themtureolumr

risdiction m;:ul between

grants see day’care “‘an
thi The needs of mmugrant women,
nally day care, must be met.

y, came to Canada from Vietnam in
1980 with her husband and two children.
She said they departed from their home-
land for freedom, which the lhwgm
they would obtain here. But

! otherwise.

PR

" Thunder Bl alderman Duaty Miller,
chairman of the community services
committee told the five-member
that the federal government must estab-

lish a standardized formula in determin-
ing the per diem as well as eliminate in-
direct administrative costs from the per
diem formula.

higher

hl(hzf facility costs, thus higher per
Sa‘l‘l‘yolﬁlizubdar:nﬂuci

essarily higher, she sai special

i A

FIONA KARLSTEDT

>

The
Day Care Committee, represented by
Fiona Karlstedt, told the federal-ap-

[{ tely
vide direct grants to municipal and non-
profit day care centres to stabilize the
service and ensure the contin-
uedopeuﬂanoﬂhe centres.”
tedt spoke about the situation of
rural lannllu Research has indicated
that farm women have no alternative
but to take their into the barn
or field with them while they work.
“A study tg the Farm Women of
Rainy River istrict pomud out that
restricted from attend-

inglammeednpbecamo‘mdo-
i hbmmd/orhd finances
s:;mlhmdnolnuerbevhvd
-as an “urban enon,” said Karls-

.0.

pointed committee that an
m the well-being of chudnn and fami-

‘l‘becommtmn uekuthedeveL

oymentotaeom ive child care
tem that would meet the needs of all
andlamnliu

“We ragluim a child care system that
Blml e to all families irrespective
of their economic status, their employ-

. ment status or their geographic resi-
noted Karlstedt. ; i

""’{'ﬁe 0.

isavast reginn andis semeed
pproximately 12,000 miles of hj

way wnh many communities accessil Ie
only by rail or air. Approximately
000 people live in one city, seven
ps, three improvement
disums Sl lndim reserves m rural

"Of the 171 communities in N.W.0.,
onl‘)‘r 18 provide day care services,”

llnadypaymoumtlmrshlnlor
these servi

*‘Ontario is gvina southern and east-
ern Ontariomore subsidized spaces.
Give Northern Ontario back indirect
subsidization and Felfp us keep our da
cares open. As of December 1986,
see many of us having to close our doors
due to lack of enrolment as day care b.~
comes more and more unaffordable. We
do not have enough enmmunity:ﬁed

committee in Thunder Bn{ servica

midad at the municipal day care
&m almost totally for those work-

some time.
“It has been an issue that has been
fought both at the bargaining tables and

in legislatures across the country. How- |

ever, perhaps like medicare and
e e
at rgaining tables before legis-
. lators will be pressured to act.

Rossi says both unions and manage-

mcntmuteyetheemldmlmnw

see what can be done, ‘‘the best way.”

Shewdmetedenlgwernmen(ualso

employer and that OPSEU expects

"a leadership role’’ in leglslnlive
changa which then would lead to ~*

tudinal change.

[s]
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Should informal home day care be regulated b y government?

TORONTO (CP) — Diane belongs

to an und dsell-emloed
ergmun ployt

workforce that makes
millions of dollars a year.

Sheisonedaunnlmawnnnmber
of people who provide day care in

their homes for an estimated 400,000

children of working parents in Onta-

Public support for day care
rivals other issues, poll finds

Globe

Camdlan Press 29 Jole 1426

OTTAWA
- Three out of four C. sa|

with other issues, while 37 per cent
said it was somewhat important.
Women, younger people, parents

y
child care is an important issue that
should be high on government prior-
ity lists, according to a poll commis-
sioned in June Canada’s two
largest unions.

*The poll sponsored by the Cana-
dism.Union of Public Employees and
the National Union of Provincial
Gevernment  Employees  aiso
showed a majority, of people favor
government suppoht for non-profit
day calr_lesgmm over profit-making

with chil under 6 years, those
with lower incomes, part-time work-
ers and those “leaning in federal
politics toward the Liberals and
New Democratic Party’ were more
Ilkely to find the issue very impor-

Just over half of parents rated
day care very imrmam compared
with35 T cent of non-parents.

orbeil-Vincent saidl she is
pleased non-parents rate it as highly
as they do.

"Hopetully it's because people

eqterprises.

-<Karen Stotsky, a officer
for- CUPE, said the results con-
firmed and “‘substantially support-
ed the views that we've had on the
issue-of day care, particularly the
:apommce of day care to the pub-

-**A!lot of times people feel child
care is not as important as other
harder economic issues such as free
trade or matters of the economy,”
Ms Stotsky said. *‘But these results
clearly show, I think, that child care
is'a very important issue to Cana-
dians.and it’s something that gov-
ermments have to deal with and are
expected to deal with.”

Lise Corbeil-Vincent, a spokes-
man. for the Canadian Day Care
Advocacy Association, said the find-
ings confirm what the special par-
liamentary committee on day care
heard from hundreds of people

across the country during public
hedrings lms spring.

The poll, based on 1,200 random

interviews % June
7-20 with people over age 18, found
38 pér. cent of respondents feel child
care’ Is very important compared

d that children are Cana-
da’s most precious resource and
something has to‘be done for the
crisis that exists in Canada around
child care,” she said.

Other poll results, accurate with-
in plus or minus three percentage
points 95 times out of 100, varied lit-
tle between parents and non-par-
ents.

Sixty-one per cent felt day-care
money should go to child-care cen-
tres run by non-profit groups. Only
18 per cent supported more centres
run by government and 13,per cent
favored more public dollars spent
on centres run by companies for
profit.

And 56 per cent of Canadians felt
government inoney would be better
spent on more non-profit centres
rather than subsidies paid to par-
ents to take time off work to care
for their own children. Thirty-two
per cent favored subsidies.

Ms Stotsky said the unions will
send the results to the parliamenta-
ry committee, which has concluded
its public hearings and is drafting'a
report due in November.

rioalone.

Often out of desgntlon, parents
lum to pewple like Diane because of

l{ and high cost of spaces

ln lorma llcensed day-care
centres. She jes $50 a week per |
child — ahwt the rate of a pub-
liccentre. *

Diane, who didn't want her last
name used, cares for seven children
at her Toronto home and doesn’t de-
clare her incol

Under Onurlo ] Dny Nurseries
Act, she should onl! handling a
maximum of five chudren includ-

age of two. To care for more than
five children requires a licence.
But Diane doesn’t have a licence

Toronto, a 49-year-old woman and
the four children she was looking af-
ter died of smoke inhalation when
nnswept through her home. A coro-
ner’s inquest revealed the woman
had consumed the equivalent of 12
bottles of beer and significant
amounts of anti: nt and diet
drugs, making her incapable of re-
acting to the emergency.

‘These revelations came as a shock
to the parents, who from their lim-
the woman's life

for her informal d.
and no level of govemment is aware
of what she's doing.

MOST UNREPORTED

A study by the Ontario Coalition
For Better Day Care, a private
lobby group, indicates that 80 per
cent of these informal providers in
the province take their fees under
!kbe table, ignoring any kind of book-

situation isn't unique to Onta-
rio —authorities agree it applies in

“Nuw knows much about them
(home day-care workers), aside
from the fact they are mostly
women who want to make a little
money on the side,”” admits Paul
Siemeris, manager of the children’s
unit at the Ontario Ministry of Com-
munity and Social Services.

“We don’t even know their num-
bers, and they aren't telling ys be-
uuse they don’t want government

'nne mlnlsh-y can only guess —
rnugh censun calculahons of the

worklng parenl r.nxn lies — lha!
about 500,000 chil in Ontario are
receiving some lorm of day care.
Further estimates indicate that only
about 20 per cent of them, or 100,000,
are in licensed day care.

Horror stories abound at what
happens in same of the private
homes —such as 10 children being

eptlnunbasemenlwbenatgle-
vision is the real babysitter.

And once in a while-a tragedy oc-

curs.
Last November in Bolton, near

ited of
had been satisfied with the arrange-

"I‘hems always a clinging kind of
rurmunbackolymummdthlt
something’s going to go wrong,”
says Brigette Vianna, administra-
tive assistant with the Ontario Sta-
tus of Women Council, who at one
time had her son in private home
care.

BE CHOOSEY

Erika Baker, who cares for five
children at her home near Toronto,
says parems “jmt have to be a little
"I the s persnis doing it underthe

2] ing il ler
table for the price, there must
be a reason. I have to keep very
strict records in order to claim ex-

penses. But I do have to pay income .

tax at the end of the year and that’s
why most people don't give out rec-

don’t want to glve up
lhlt money at the end of the year.

However, many day-care crma
argue that parents often have little
choice about where they can place
their children.

Vianna finds fault w“ohl the wdbrnl;
government y of provi
subsidized formal day care-for the
poorbmlmle!orupmiddlechsu

o is adhuge gap,” she says.
‘‘Expensive day-care splces are

dﬂe L the well-to-do
worklngecouples but there’s not’
1p for the middle class.”

COST ISLOWER

A space in a day-care centre can
cost $5,000 a year, while unlicensed
home care usually costs much less.

Although Linda Becker feels for-
tunate to have her two-year-old
daughter under Baker’s care, she
acknowledges the uneasiness of first
seeking out home day care.

“Here [ w: g a woman to
ulemychlldand idn't even know
her,” says Becker. “But I was re-
!erndtnhefbya friend and I went
over to see her house and talked to
her for quite a bit.

“What I think when I hear horror
stories is, ‘“Thank God I have Jodie
wheresheis.”"

A parliamentary committee on
day care currently making its way

i

around the country has found that
many parents are staunch support-
ers of home day care.

IN NEIGHBORHOOD

*‘People B:e!er day care to be in
their neighborhood-and in more fa-
miliar surroundings,” says Shirley
Martin, the Conservative MP for
Lincoln who heads the all-part
study, which began in mid-Marci
and will report to the House of Com-
mons in November. *‘And in other
areas, such as rural communities,
they see it as the best way lo meet
theit needs where no formal day
careexists.”  *

Noting that the situdtion in Onta-
rio is typical of the rest of Canada.
Martin said she expects her grou:
take a more far- rar:ﬁnang approach to
the day-care issue than a recent fed-
eral task force headed by sociologist
Katie Cooke. Last March, Cooke
recomriiended a universal day-care
system be established in the coun-
try.

**I think a lot of people were
scared off by the figures that were
mentioned,” said Martin, referring
to an estimate in Cooke's report of
$11 billion for child care costs to all
governments. “‘We want to under-
stand the various needs of parents
and provide alternatives.”

Martin admits she doesn’t know
yel what structure could be devel-
to screen home day-care pro-
wdels or how they would be encour
aged to come forward and conduct
their services in the open.

But Baker isn't sure any incen
tives would be attractive enougl
since “‘the bottom line is you're no
going to make a lot of money¥ pro
viding home day care.

“You do it because you like kids
oﬂ'ne“rwue you shouldnit be doing it
atal
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