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Editorial
MORAL RE-~ARMAMENT

This article is mainly for the benefit of
those who went to Mondey's revival meeting
~ond left still wondering what Moral Re=-
Armenent wes 21l cbout. Since getting a
straight answer out of those boys was like
trying to get blood out of a stone, I
decided to look up a little information
on the 'movenent! and discovered the
following:

The program of morsl re-ormament was
launched in 1938 by Dr. Fronk Buchmon, who
neant MRA to be a "God-guided campeign to
prevent war by morcl and spiritual awaken-—
ing." Followers had to dedicate themselves
to the four absolutes: Absolute Honesty,
Absolute Purity, fbsolute Unselfishness,
and Absolute Love., Their contention is
that once all the leaders of the world have
cdopted these standards, the world will be
soved, .

The movement failed to prevent wer,
however, and it earned considercble censure
for seening to rely heavily on "changing"
dictators; Buchman had the misfortune to

- exclaim publicly, "I thank heaven for o
non like Adolf Hitler." After World War II
MRA turned to attacking communism. Their
technique for fighting the Reds is still
that of changing the world by o "god-
guided"elite-—a program thet has little

. endorsenent these doys from the clergy.
The movenent has been repeatedly attacked
by Romen Catholic leaders as o kind of faoke
religion., Moral Re-Armoment has also been
condemned for, among other things, its
"hectic heartiness, its mass gaiety, and
its reiterated slogans as a colossal drive
of escapism from...responsible living."

It hes also been referred to as a kind of
"Solvetion Arny for the middle classes."

Such attacks have not kept MR& from
prospering. For a U.S. hendquarters, it
hasbuilt a multi-million dollar establish-
pnent on Michigon's Meckince Island, with
room for 1,000 wisitors. This kind of
luxury hos alweys brought criticism, but
Frank Buchmon had en aonswer., "Isn't God
o millionaire?" he would ask,

Tt must be conceded to the movement that,
while the over-intensive pressure tactics
of some of its zealots have often ceused
irritetion and ontegonism, it has never
failed to attroct its quote of distin-
guished ond useful persons. Like any
other movement--legitimately enough--MRE
seeks to copture the young, and especinlly
those ot universities.

The New Stotesman concludes thot MRA is
but = morale building and propogendist
instrunent in the Cold Wer,

The Spectator states that morecl re-
arnenent is not all harm. The full-time
workers spend a certcin amount of their
time in visiting the scenes of industrial,
eivil or internationnl disputes and in
trying to persucde the leaders involved to
enter into reasoncble negotiction with the
other side. MRL undoubtedly exaggerates
the number of its successes in this field,
but any success ot 2ll is well worth while,
and nobody con scgy these activities ore
likely to do harm.

The harm is all on the personal level.
They fail to see that those virtues they
profess ccn never be the norm for any
community lorger then a monastery. This
is the great and obvious follecy in the
MRL progrecmme, To convert the industricl
and politicel lecders of the world to
ecrly Christion principles and to keep
then working along such lines, would be
like counting groins of sand in e high
wind, The dichotomy is evident even in
the organization of MR& itself, which, in
its penchent for lavish living and its
dubious methods of publicity, has failed
to live up to the virtues professed by its
individual members, MRA's cry is that
the presant choice is between Moral Re-
Armonent and Comnunism. But if MRL ever
achieved real power, nonconformists might
find 211 too little to choose between the
two regines.

...Jack Reynolds
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The following were received in reply to an
article which appeared in last week's
Newsletter:

To the Editor:

We, the members of Xi Upsilon Chapter,
Beta Sigma Phi, feel you have made a most
unfeir and incorrect reference to us in
your March 11th copy of the Newsletter.

The prime reason for three hundred people
pleying bridge at the University Centre on
March /th wes to raise a scholership for a
student attending your college.

You neglected any mention of the scholar-
ship., We found your article too biased to
believe that the majority of students take
this attitude.

We are not a service group. MAs an inter-
national organizetion of young women, we aim
to inmprove ourselves socially and culturally.
However, we do sponsor one annual service
project of our own choice. For the pest
nine years, this choice has been the
Scholarship Bridge. This project entails
several weeks of organization, to which
our girls give wholeheartedly of their time
and effort, so you can understand why we
did not apprecicte the manner in which your
article wos written,.

«..Bridge Chairmon



To the Editor:

In considercotion of o complaint launched
last week by one of our students ogzinst the
Playing of bridge in the cafeteric, I felt
that it wes necesscry to present a few facts
on the natter. The writer, out of sheer
ignorence, and lcck of initiative, failed

to seek out the facts for himself.
: Here is what I have discovered--after
discussing the matter with the Adninistrator
of the University Centre, the Vice-Prineipdl,
end the Chairman of the Sorority which
sponsored the bridge:
1. Some groups have been refused the use of
this building for bridge tourncments; etc.;
but this Sorority wos allowed the use of
the cafeteria, rent-free, becruse of the
work it has been doing for eight years to
present o scholership to a student of
ckehead College each yecr.
2. The group was informed that coat-rccks
would be available, but, on their arrival

here found none, and trere forced to use the
‘ genes roon &8s o coat-roon. :

3. Students were notified one nonth in
advance that this event wes being held here
ond what the receipts were to be used for.
4. The building is a University Centre, not
o Students!' Union Building.

5. The exaggeraticns regording stogs, rum—
rnoge scles, fireman's ball, corpenter's
union, ete., were ridiculous, to scy the
lecst. ; e

6. The prine importcnce of this University
is in the capacity of educction, and, inci-
dentclly, the use of those snaller corners
- in the library con often prove stimulaoting
ccedemieally., W

7. Regerding moturity and standexds, there
. seens to be anple evidence thot nony stu-
dents in this University are not mature, or
capoble of living up to high standards. For
exanple, o look at the defeced bulletins,
the sloppy mess in the gemes roon, the
students lying with feet up on the tcbles
in the upper lounge, the horsepley (throwing
of books) in the upper lounge, the broken
tile in the auditorium, ond letters such as
the one I am refsrring to are only o few
indicrtions of lock of moturity.
8. For many of the obove reasons, rooms had
to be locked so thot they might be kept in
good condition for use as meeting rooms ond
seminar rooms. Until such o time as stu-
dents show some responsibility, I inogine
the rooms will stay locked to keep then from
* looking like the gones room.
9. The upper lounge will have some type of
art displey in it almost all of the time, as
this is the purpose of that area. Besides,
this is culture, and it does not prevent
anyone fron using the furniture while they
enjoy the exhibits.
10. The suggestions offered by the writer

were congidered long cgo by the adninistration,

" and had he inquired, he would have found out

for himself how the building isbeing oper-
oted and why it is being done the way it is.

’ I hope thet in future, we will be tolerant

.. of activities going on in the University

Centre. The Combrian Players cre hoping to
estoblish o student membership in the fell,
so that we moy take part in their activities,

[

i

and the Lakeheed irt Society Neas olready
published their student rate. These people
oere genuinely interested in seeing the
students take part in their groups.

The writ er's snswer to Mrs,. Ceompling
included the following--"this building was
built to be a cultural centre and I believe
that it can never have this dignity if we
continue to hold bridge tournaments, no

-netter what the purpose.®” I'm quite sure
-there will be nany irrcte students here

the day thrt socmeone tries to moke then
quit ploying bridge. T
It seemed ironic to me that in the sone
Newsletter, at the bottom of page two,
there appeared an advertisement for a Chess
Tournament to be held in the University
Gentre with "outsiders" asttending. Where

does culture end?

e -RObert E'Jo Piper _‘
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EVOLUTION 4D CRELTIN

Man is not in the hobit of necsuring his
stobus ogeinst the universe. For he has
status, in any tangible wey, only as he
considers himself as a part of the world
inmedictely around him. And nan seems to
essune——alhnost instinctively—-thet the

‘world exists for his use, his sctisfaction.

This feeling is seen first in the cries,
the demonds, of the newborn baby; and it
is carried into mcturity. "The world is
obviously here for usl!" We never seen to
outgrow this feeling of possessiveness.

Yet the last severcl centuries of devel-
opment in scientific thought have given a
series of stiff rebukes to man's nathral
habit of plzeing himself at the centre of
things. Much of present-day science clains
to have estcblished that the universe is
o self-running "mechanism," cold, heartless,
meaningless. Man is but a product of blind
forces: vaoriation upon variction in the
process of evalution hag led to more com-
plex, more self-conscicus farms of life,
Aind nan-is presently ot the opex of this
continuing process: an cccidental resident
in o universe which haos no concern for
its "reasoning" offspring.

In spite of this, a large seguent of
rodern Christianity is able to hold to o
doctrine of crection, to argue that it
conveys = deep truth cbout the nature of
things; ond ot the same time to eccept
a nodified version of the theory of
evolution, '

Todoy ot 12:15, the S.C.M. Lecture
Series presents a discussion of this
problem: Mr. Devid Morsh of P.a.C.l.
(M.Sc.-McGill) and Rev. L. G. Von Eck
of the Fort William Dutch Reformed Church
(Buropean educated) will set out its
conflicting ospects and will answer any
questions raised.

Everyone wélcone.
***%’.E%S—-}(--!F#!--Ef-******‘**‘.i_*%

Congratulations to the LAKEHELD COLLEGE
MUSTANGS who last night won the Lalehead
Junior Baskekbell Championship with a
59-57 victary over Westfort. High scorer
in the gome wrs Bob Elvin with 21 points.



