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A CURE AT LAST!!!

TORCNTO (G.P.) - An unconfirmed to eliminate such drawbacks.
report out of Toronto this week says Funding for the research apparent-
a team of certified evancelists have ly came from leftover 1981 campaicm
come close to perfecting a cure for money.
horosexuality, It is hoped an official announcement

A serum, the inaredients of which can be tired to coincide with the first
are beina kept secret, is presently anniversary of the February 5, 1981
beina tested on pink mice, rabbits and raids on four Toronto steam baths.
elephants. The serur will be administered by

Although there are reported to be the city's "prality Souad or members of
several side effects - an urve to vote Renaissance International ~ thoush who
conservatively, watchino television on will actually win the contract remains
Sunday mornings and wearina tacky sport to be seen.
shirts buttoned to the top for example, Volunteers for the initial innoc-
it is expected that these can be easily ulation will be appointed from the over
overcome. However, by simply seeing 300 “found-ins" resultine from the raids
what happens to acvernment when voting on the private clubs.
conservatively, actually pawing atten Results of the testina are expected
-tion to the television on Sunday mor- shortly before the next provincial elec—
nings and locking in the mirror when tion. No further details are available,
wearina a tacky sport shirt is reported - P. W,
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DIALOGUE UNITES 1

THUMDER BAY (Staff) - GTB officials
will be meeting in early June with a

aroup of United Church cleruy to discuss
ways of gpening up a dialogue between m’

this city's gay commmity and the church.]
The welcame move came about as a
result of that church's efforts to

camne to terms with our society's attit-
udes towards sexuality. The United
Church is on record as supporting the
amendment to the Ontario Human
Rights Code outlawina discrimination on

GAYS OF THUNDER BAY is an orvanization
of lesbians and gay men from the Thunder
Bay region. *

OUR MATLING ADDRESS is:

. P G.'".B,
the hasis of “sexual orientation™. P. O. Box 2155
T - o | E Thunder Bay P, Ontario
DAVID HONOURED
CUR PHOELINE is open every Wednesday and
THUNDER Bﬁﬁ a(fé_a“)n: 2‘: thzd fund- Friday evenings from 7 30 to 9-30 pm. At Un er
z:gi:gc:gg;l — ':z co"amctmi dﬂe Sieh other times a recording advises callers
- e =
the first anniversary of GTB, a special g;aigﬁétltles’ e Paoneline by
certificate of appreciation was made to 15-8011 GAYS OF THUNDER RAY
the organization's first president, Dave
Belrose. The certificate honoured him i : Newsletter
for sfforta ho mads in oricinal fowar| ALl Fereene inverested in the gay rovernt T
ina organlzational work. g FE : 1
In his s*3Dave. Strasscdlthat it with offers of help, donations and =o on!
is the membership that keeps the group c

qoing and uraed those attending to make
the effort to kecp GTB strong. G:I:B 1
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NDP MOVES THE ELUSIVE
“SEXUAL ORIENTATION" CLAUSE

On Tuesday, May 19, the ontario
New Demoerata proposzd that the
Hurman 2ights Code be amended to oro-
hitit discrimination or grounds o
sexucl orientation. During the recent
election campaign the party was erizic-
ized for abandoning a poliey of human
righte for gays. Michael Casaidy ine
leader of the Ontario NOP said at the
time that rights were "not a priority
at this time", fThe move to turm on
established party policy was made by
the cqueus following eriticiem by a
vocal radical right that wished to
seavegoat gays for sceiety's illa...

(UEFN'S PARK - "At this point in
our history it would be a major mistake
for us not to recognize samething which
is a fact in our society..." In 1976
the New Democrats included human rights
for homosexmals in its party platform
but abandoned gays during the recent
provincial election. Seeking to reqain
credibility and act on its established
policy New Democrat MPP Richard Johnston
moved that the Human Rights Code be
amended to include a "sexual orientation”
clause with the phrase above.

hHowever, he went on to say that
the party is not "endorsing or wanting
veople to follow a hamosexual lifestyle”
(whatever that is).

The bill will now ao to a standing
conmittee on resources develoment
{people resources - get it?) where it
will be subjected to intense dehate.

The Government has made it clear
that it has no intention of supporting
thz: human richt but MPP Susan Fish
E——————

crossed party lines and supported the
amendment. Rockie Liberal Sheila Copps
(still smarting from local MPP Mickey
Hemnesey's remarks that she "go back to
the kitchen") was the €irst member
to propose such an amendment., Her
party leader Robert Niwon surprised
cbservers by stating that he may support
it. Mr. Nixon said prejudices have in-
creased over the years and blamed the
education system and the :uman Richts
Camission - somethine the cay moverent
and other minority qroups have been
saying all along,

Does it stand a chance? Cynics say
no. There are those that say if pres-
sure can be maintained there might be a

chance.

In urging local MPP's to support
the move. (TB sent letters urging them
to continue to support the amendment.
"...we can honestly tell vou,” the
letter reads, “that as we cbserve the
@oings—on at Mueen's Park, we pray for
the day when full rights as citizens

will be accorded us.., this plea for Sm——

decency; for respect and protection

“ p
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cames to you not only from your hame of
Thurder Bay but fraom the thousands of
gays across the province.”

Letters, notes, telegrams and so
on sent to the covernment by all con-
cerned individuals should be a areat
help.

INCHING CLOSER EVERY DAY

THUNDER BAY (Staff) - GTB is
getting closer to the day when it will
be able to open a commnity centre in
this city. The Club Feasibility comm-
ittee reports that final preparations
are being made on a proposed list of
Prerequisites and criteria to be pre-
sented to a meetino of the membership
in the near future. All those interes-
ted in making input into the formala-
tion of the operatina of a cammuni ty
centre are welcame to the committee's
meetings. Details are available at
the reqular Tuesday night meets.
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"I hate effeminate men. There's Jjust
nothing I like about those kind of peo-
ple.®

The above remark, overheard recently, did
not come from a straight male. Nor fram
A wanan. It came fram one of my gay male
peers and I was surprised when I heard
it. To the best of my understanding at
the time, the person was being sincere,
not joking or camping around. 1 imow
the person and basically think he's a
good man. I'm not sure he was aware of
the ramifications of his casual remark.

I'd’like to use it here as a small but
clear example of subtle oppression. Of
how we go about defending “our” image
(...I'm not like that!) while helping
support the definitions of just what that
image is,imposed on us by other parts of
society. Of how we hurt ourselves.

Simply put: there's enough oppression
around not of our making. Let's not
contribute more to the burden. This
ties in with refering to other gay men
as "Miss'" or '\Irs" (usually when they're
not around). Women themselves have been

struggling to dump these unnecessary
labels; to turn them against ourselves
is 8 kind of double slander.

There are two points I'm trying to make
here. I suspect the fellow originally
quoted above was probably signeling that
he didn't want to be seen as effeminate.
That effeminancy gives us, ar specifically
him, a bad image, Tt is one of the clas-
sic stereotypes used to describe us. It
is always used negatively. So my first
point is: who are we, and then just who
do we let define that for us? (Readers
are invited to subtmit brief descriptions
of what being a "man" or a "woman" is

in these interesting 1980's...perhaps we
could devote the next twenty colums of
"Flaunting It" to this description...}).
My second point bears more directly on
the internalized oppression: don't say
anything about someone you wouldn't be
willing to say to their face. Even more
specifically, apply a littie test. If
you're camping about sameone, insert
yourself as the object of what you're
scorning and see how it fits.

There are so many of us. And we are all
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Thanks to Michael and Douq for
their contributions.
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shapes, sizes, colours, smells, curves.
angles. Maybe the best thing we could
do is love each other. Falling that,

at least we don't need to hate and hurt
each other. Let's settle for caring,

oo a real and direct level. Canpy, ef-
feminate, limp-wristed, swishy men are
not my enemy. They may be my brothers.
People who box me in to definitions that
are shallow and easy for them to handle.
who deny me basic human rights, who would
make my love-making a crime, are ny enem—
ies. Let's keep our priorities in focus.

I've been asked about the title of this
columm. It is not new or even original
to me. It was the title for a regular
contribution that appeared in The Body
Politic, written by Michael Riorden. I
consider him the best writer in gay med-
ia in Canada. I borrowed the title be-
cause I'm not comfortable with it. Each
time I sit down to put something under
it I'm challenged and uneasy. That's
what this colum is alt about.

Mirhael Srhorg
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