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» LAND OF MAKE BELIEVE

When | was just a little girl, not very much past four,

! had a lovely fairy bower not far from our back door,
And no one ever entered there, unless | gave them leave,
It was my very, very own, my land of Make Believe.

There was a flow'ry little path beyond the garden wall,
A lake, an isle, and golden sand, and fairy castle, tall,

| was the only princess there, in all this pleasant land,
And miniature castles made, upon the shining sand.

No errands there, for me to run, no baby to amuse

While mother did the dishes,— and | could always choose
The things that | liked best to eat, for porridge was unknown,
And | could stay down at the lake, ‘till | had tired grown.

One day a charming prince rode by my castles in the sand,

He stopped and talked with me awhile, he even held my hand;
Much finer castles could he build, than any | had made,

He painted them with star-dust, the kind that does not fade.

Then we would sail our white-gull ships, away out from the shore,
Then we would scale the golden steps, right to the castle door,
And climb up to the highest tower, and ring the golden bell;

The castle was a special place, and we both loved it well.

One day when | had older grown, | went out there to play,

But lo! the castle, lake, and isle, had vanished quite away!

The prince ne’er rode that way again, it makes my sad heart grieve
That | can never, never find my land of Make Believe.
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LONELY

| am lonely tonight, as the warm Spring rain
Falls over the town, and the road below,
Alone, in the twilight, with memories fond,
Of the dear past in the days long ago.
Then | was happy for you were here,
Never a worry had |, nor a care,
Now | am sad in the twilight gloom,
Turning Life's pages back, one by one.

| am lonely tonight while the whip-poor-will
Calls, and the echoes resound again,
List! his mate answers him down in the vale,
Calls to her lover out there in the rain.
She is so happy for he is near,
Never a worry, and never a fear,
Of this life's pleasures she takes her fill,
Living is sweet to the whip-poor-will.

| am lonely tonight, and the shadows fall,

Darkening down in a stormy night,

Dark, like some soul in its bitter woe,

Without a hope, or a guiding light.
Nothing is left but a bleak despair,
No one to comfort, no one to care,
Like a late leaf on an Autumn tree,
Waiting till Winter winds set it free.

(1955)
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